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Variable Naming and Coding Convention:  
Panel Study of Family Dynamics (PSFD) 

May 5, 2013 

 

I. Principles for Naming of Variables 

 

For each variable in the PSFD data, the length of the variable name ranges from 3 to 8 

characters, which are composed of lowercase letters and numeral digits.  

 

Variable name □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 

For each question in the questionnaire, the first few characters of its variable name are 

related to the section containing the question, the numbering of the question, and 

whether it is a sub-question. Below are the basic principles of variable naming by the 

types of questions. 

 

1. Single-choice or single-answer questions: 

The 1
st
 character of the variable name indicates the section containing the question, 

and the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 characters indicate the numbering of the question. 

In addition to the single-choice or single-answer questions, the rule specified 

above is applied to other kinds of questions. 

Example 1. A18 question in Section A of the RR2008 questionnaire. 

A18. What is your spouse’s ethnic origin?            

 □(1) Aborigine              □(2) Taiwanese            

□(3) Hakka                 □(4) Mainlander          

□(7) Other (please specify) _______ 

For this single-choice question, the 1
st
 character of the variable name is “a” since 

it is in Section A of the questionnaire, and the 2
nd

-3
rd

 characters are “18” because 

it is the number 18 question in Section A. Thus, the variable name of the A18 

question is simply “a18”, as indicated below. 

Variable name □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 a 1 8      

 

  

 

section (lowercase) 

 

numbering of question (two digits) 
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Example 2. A17 question in Section A of the RR2008 questionnaire.  

 A17. In which year was your spouse born? _______ R.O.C. year 

For this single-answer question, its variable name is “a17”. 

 

Example 3. B11 question in Section B of the RR2008 questionnaire. 

B11. Do you plan to move within two years?  □(1)Yes  □(2)No 

The variable name is “b11”. 

 

2. Sub-questions: 

The variable name contains a lowercase letter (a, b, c, etc.) indicating the 

sub-question.  

 

Example 1.  

B8h. On which floor is your residence in the apartment or condominium?  

    _______ floor 

For the B8h question listed above, the last letter “h” of “B8h” indicates it is a 

sub-question of the B8 question. Therefore, the first three characters of the 

variable name are “b08” following the rule specified earlier, and the 4
th
 character 

is “h”. This makes the whole variable name “b08h”.  

 

Variable name □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 b 0 8 h     

 

 

 

Example 2.  

 

C3. How do you generally feel? (The answers are: 1=never, 2=seldom, 

3=often, and 4=always) 

a. You think “Why do I always react this way?”  

b. You think “Why do I have problems other people don’t have?”  

c. You think “Why can’t I handle things better?”  

d. When something bad happens to you, you think “What am I doing to 

deserve this?”  

 

lowercase letter indicating sub-question 
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For the C3 question listed above, the variable name for item “a” is “c03a”. For 

items b, c, and d, their variable names are c03b, c03c, and c03d, respectively. 

 

3. Open-ended questions (or sub-questions) with more than one item to be answered: 

When the items are not numbered, we use two-digit numbers to indicate the order 

of the items. 

Example: The A11b question listed below is an open-ended question with two 

items. 

A11b. How long have you been working at this job?  

______ year(s) ____ month(s) 

For the “number of year(s)” item, its corresponding variable name is “a11b01”. 

Similarly, the variable name for the item on month(s) is “a11b02”. 

 

Variable name □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 a 1 1 b 0 1   

 

 

 

4. Mixed single/multiple-choice and open-ended questions: 

For items contained in such a question, two-digit numbers are used to indicate the 

order of the items. 

Example 1. The B15a question listed below is a single question with an 

open-ended item.  

B15a. Last year, did your parents provide you (or your spouse) any assistance 

in living expenses?   

□(1) Yes, how much per month on average? __________ NT$  

□(2) No 

For  question B15a above, the “b15a01” variable indicates the answer to the 

yes/no item. For the open-ended item attached to choice (1), the corresponding 

variable name is “b15a02”. 

 

 

numeral indicating the order of item 
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Example 2. The C4a question listed below is a single-choice question containing 

open-ended items. 

C4a. Did you retire from your job? If yes, did you receive retirement benefits 

last year? If you received retirement benefits last year, how did you 

receive the payment and what is the amount of payment?   

□(1) Yes, retired and received retirement benefits last year. 

On a monthly basis, payment per month is _________ NT$ 

On a yearly basis, payment per year is _________ NT$ 

In a lump sum, payment in total is __________ NT$    

On an irregular basis, payment last year was ________ NT$ 

 □(2) Yes, retired but did not receive any payment last year.   

 □(3) No, not retired.  

For the C4a question listed above, the “c04a01” variable indicates the answer to 

the single-choice question. For the open-ended questions concerning the monetary 

amount for different ways of payment, the corresponding variable names are 

“c04a02”, “c04a03”, “c04a04”, and “c04a05”, respectively. 

 

Example 3. The A10a question listed below is a multiple-choice question 

containing open-ended items. 

A10a. How are you paid on your job, and how much is the payment? (Multiple 

choice) 

□(1) Hourly or daily basis, average payment per month is ______ NT$ 

□(2) Monthly basis, average payment per month is ______ NT$ 

□(3) Irregular commissions or bonuses, average payment per month is 

_______ NT$ 

□(4) By piece rate, average payment per month is ______ NT$ 

□(5) Other (please specify), average payment per month is ______ NT$ 

□(0) Non applicable (e.g., working for family business without payment) 

For this question, each choice involves two items. One is whether or not the 

choice is selected, which is a yes or no item. The other is the answer to the 

open-ended question on monetary amount corresponding to the choice. For the 

choices (1)-(5) in the question, there are 10 items in total. The variable names for 

the 10 items are numbered as “a10a01”, “a10a02”, …, “a10a10”, in which the 

“a10a01” variable is related to whether choice (1) is selected by the respondent. 

And “a10a02” is the answer to the corresponding open-ended question (on 

payment) of choice (1). Other variable names are defined likewise.  
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5. Multiple-choice questions:  

To avoid confusion with the naming of sub-questions, the letter “z” is used to 

refer to multiple-choice questions, followed by two-digit numbers indicating the 

sequence of the items. 

Example: 

B3. Do you have relatives who live in countries or regions other than 

Taiwan? (Multiple choice)                                            

 □(1) Parents or parents-in-law        □(2) Children     

□(3) Siblings or spouse’s siblings     □(4) Other relatives      

□(5) None 

   The variable name corresponding to item (1) is “b03z01”. The variable names of 

items (2), (3), and (4) are b03z02, b03z03, and b03z04, respectively. 

  

Variable name □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 b 0 3 Z 0 1   

 

 

 

6. Questions contained in the big tables for children, parents/parents-in-law, and 

siblings:  

In the tables for children-related questions, “c” refers to children when we name 

the variables, and the digit (1, 2, 3, etc.) following “c” indicates the order of 

children. The variable names for sibling-related information are defined likewise, 

with s1, s2, etc. referring to the eldest sibling, the second eldest sibling, etc. A 

similar naming rule is applied to parents (referred to as “p1”), parents-in-law 

(“p2”), father (“f1”), father-in-law (“f2”), mother (“m1”), and “mother-in-law” 

(“m2”).  

  

 

“z” is used to indicate multiple-choice question 
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Example 1. For the following table regarding children’s information, the variable names 

corresponding to items on the first (eldest) child are listed in the second 

column.  

 

 

 
Children who are still alive (from the eldest to the youngest) 

B13a. Birth order: b13ac1      

B13b. Gender: 

(1) Male  (2) Female 

b13bc1      

B13c. Birth year and month: 

     ________ R.O.C. year 

     ________month 

b13c01c1  

(year) 

b13c02c1 

(month) 

     

B13d. Highest education b13dc1      

B13e. Does he or she have a 

job now?  

(1) Yes   (2) No 

b13ec1      

B13f. Did he or she move in 

the past year?  

(1) Yes   (2) No 

b13fc1      

B13g. The distance of his or 

her residence from 

yours? 

b13gc1      

How often were you in 

contact with each other last 

year? (If living together, no 

need to answer)  

B13h. Phone calls per month 

B13i. Visits per year 

 

 

b13hc1 

(calls) 

b13ic1 

(visits) 

     

 

For individual variable names listed above, the last two characters “c1” indicate the first 

(eldest) child, while the other characters are defined following the rules specified earlier.  
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Example 2. For the table regarding the information on the respondent’s father (“f1”), 

mother (“m1”), father-in-law (“f2”), and “mother-in-law” (“m2”), the 

variables names corresponding to the items of father (“f1”) are listed in the 

second column.  

 

 

Father Mother Father-in-law Mother-in-law 

F1. Birth year:      R.O.C. year f01f1    

F2. Ethnic origin  

(1) Aborigine  (2) Hokkien 
(3) Hakka     (4) Mainlander 

(5) Other (please specify)  

f02f1    

F3. Highest education
 
 f03f1    

F4. Job worked for the longest time 
F4a. Occupation 

 F4b. Position 

f04af1 
(occupation) 

f04bf1 

(position) 

   

F5. Alive:  
(1) Yes   

(2) No, year passed away:  

_____R.O.C. year  
(skip questions F6-F10) 

f05z01f1 
(yes/no) 

f05z02f1 

(year passed 
away) 

   

F6. Currently lives with you?  

(1) Yes   (2) No 

f06f1    

F7. If currently  
not living 

with you,  

Current living 
arrangement:  

f07af1    

Township of 

residence
 
 

f07bf1    

The distance of 

his/her residence 
from yours

 
 

f07cf1    

F8. If not living with you, how 

often did you contact each other 

last year? 

 

 

 

   

Phone calls per month  

Visits per year 

f08af1 (calls) 

f08bf1 (visits) 
   

F9. Last year, did he/she ever take 

care of your children? If yes, 
how many days per month on 

average? 

f09f1 

(days) 

   

F10. Last year, did he/she ever do  
housework for you? If yes, how 

many days per month on 

average?  

f10f1 
(days) 
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Example 3. For the table regarding the information on the respondent’s siblings (s1, s2, 

etc.) the variables names corresponding to the elder sibling (“s1”) are listed 

in the second column. 

 
 Siblings who are still alive 

(From the eldest to the youngest) 

1 2 3 4 5 

F13. Gender:  

(1) Male  (2) Female  

f13s1     

F14. Birth order f14s1     

F15. Birth year : 

       R.O.C. year  

f15s1     

F16. Lives with your parents?  

(1) Yes   (2) No 

f16s1     

F17. Lives with you?  

(1) Yes   (2) No 

f17s1     

F18. Township of residence f18s1     

F19. Married? 

    (1) Married   

(2) Never married   

(3) Divorced / Widowed 

f19s1     

F20. Highest education f20s1     

F21. Job worked for the longest time 

Occupation (code) 

Position 

f21z01s1 

(occupation) 

f21z02s1 

(position) 

    

F22. Major way of contact  f22s1     

F23. Contact frequency per month f23s1     
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II. Principles for Coding of Variables 

 

Most of the codes for respondents’ answers to the questions are easy to comprehend. 

Below are some coding rules deserving special mention.  

 

1. Codes for non-applicable or skipped questions: 

“0 = Not applicable or skipped question/case” 

 

2. Codes for yes/no questions and items in multiple-choice questions: 

“1 = Yes”, and “2 = No” 

Example:  

B3. Do you have relatives who live in countries or regions other than 

Taiwan? (Multiple choice)                                            

 □(1) Parents or parents-in-law        □(2) Children     

□(3) Siblings or spouse’s siblings     □(4) Other relatives      

□(5) None 

For item (1) in the question, an answer of “yes” is coded as “1” and “no” is coded 

as “2”. Items (2)-(4) are coded likewise. 

 

3. Coding for classification schemes including occupation, industry, school, ZIP, 

etc.:   

Users can refer to the Appendix enclosed in the data files. 

 

4. Codes preserved for special use:  

In general, these codes are  

6, 96, 996, 9996, 99996, 999996, … = Don’t remember or don’t know 

7, 97, 997, 9997, 99997, 999997, … = Other 

8, 98, 998, 9998, 99998, 999998, … = Refuse to answer 

9, 99, 999, 9999, 99999, 999999, … = Not recorded or missing 

 

For certain open-ended questions (e.g., monetary amount, time), in addition to 

the codes listed above, there are some codes preserved with special meaning.  
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91, 991, 9991, 99991, 999991, … = Not fixed or changeable 

95, 995, 9995, 99995, 999995, … = Out of range 

 

Example 1. 

C1b. In last year, how many hours per week did your spouse spend on 

housework? ___ hour(s) 

The answer to the C1b question (the c01b variable) listed above is coded in two 

digits. The codes with special meaning include 91, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99. 

 

Example 2. 

C7a. Are you satisfied with your current job?     

           □(1) Very satisfied    □(2) Satisfied   □(3) Dissatisfied   

 □(4) Very dissatisfied  □(0) Have no job now 

C7a is a single-choice question, with its variable name being “c07a”. Its special 

codes include 6, 7, 8, and 9.  

 

Example 3. 

C6a. Did your family receive the following subsidies from government 

last year? (Multiple choice) 

□(01) Low- and middle-income families’ living allowance 

□(02) Social assistance for those needing medical care      

□(03) Educational subsidies           

□(04) Allowance for child care and educational grants        

□(05) Allowance for the elderly (including elderly farmers’ 

allowance)     

□(06) Allowance for military veterans          

□(07) Subsidy for the disabled  

□(08) Subsidy for catastrophic illness      

    □(97) Other (please specify)______           

□(00) None                               

C6a is a multiple-choice question, with the variable names for items (01)-(08) 

and (97) being c06a01, c06a02, c06a03, …, c06a08, and c06a09. For individual 

item, “yes” is coded as “1”, “no” is coded as “2”, and the special codes include 6, 

7, 8, and 9.  

 



11 

 

Example 4. 

D6. To what extent do you think the following descriptions fit you? (Scaled 

from 1 to 5, with 1 indicating “very much” and 5 “not at all”) 

D6a. I don’t talk too much. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6b. I am thoughtful and considerate. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6c. I always get the job done. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6d. I am relaxed and handle stress well. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6e. I often enjoy playing with theories 

and abstract ideas. 

1 2 3 4 5 

D6f. I am outgoing and sociable. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6g. I tend to find fault with others. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6h. I am somewhat careless. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6i. I get nervous easily. 1 2 3 4 5 

D6j. I have few artistic interests. 1 2 3 4 5 

 

D6 is a 5-scale attitude question. The variable names for items a-j are d06a, d06b, 

d06c, d06d, d06e, d06f, d06g, d06h, d06i, and d06j. Their special codes include 

6, 7, 8, and 9.  

 

Example 5. 

C2. Last year, did you or your family run a business or invest in business? 

If yes, how much was the profit or loss last year?  

□(1) Yes, had profit and the profit in last year was __________ NT$ 

□(2) Yes, had loss and the loss in last year was ___________ NT$ 

□(3) Yes, broke even last year 

□(4) No 

C2 is a yes/no question with an open-ended item (the amount of profit and loss is 

coded as the same variable since they cannot occur simultaneously). The variable 

name for the yes/no question is “c02z01”, with its value coded as 1, 2, 3, or 4. Its 

special codes include 6, 7, 8, and 9.  

The amount of profit/loss ranges from 1 to 7 digits, with the variable name being 

“c02z02”. Since the maximum length of its value is 7 digits, its special codes 

include 99999991, 99999995, 99999996, 99999997, 99999998, and 99999999. 

 


